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About this guide

 This learning guide is from chandoo.org

 The author, Chandoo, is a normal dude with tons of passion to make YOU an 

awesome in Excel and Charting.

 The material is copy righted. So don’t reproduce without permission.

 Have some questions? Write to me on @r1c1 | chandoo.d@gmail.com

http://chandoo.org/wp/
http://chandoo.org/wp/about/
http://twitter.com/r1c1/
mailto:chandoo.d@gmail.com
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How to use this guide?

 First page shows a default (and ugly) chart*

 Each page improves the chart little bit

 Practice the tricks in excel as you read along

 Follow the                  links to get more materiallearn more

* We use Excel 2003 to illustrate this, but all the tricks can be applied in Excel 2007+ as well
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The Default Chart

Above default chart shows total number of defects in each 
module. A standard chart you would make in any project 

during  testing phase
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Page 1 | The Default Chart
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Page 2 | The Default Chart – What went wrong?

Defects by Module
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It is difficult to understand the message

Distracting
background

Poor colors
that give 

no contrast

Title doesn’t stand out

Too prominent
gridlines

Redundant

Data series
not sorted

Labels are 
cluttered
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Defects by Module
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Page 3 | Sort The Data In A Meaningful Order

A sorted chart is easy to understand

Select chart’s source 

data and sort it. The 

chart gets sorted 

automatically.

Tip

learn more

http://chandoo.org/wp/2009/11/12/topx-chart/
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Defects by Module
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Page 4 | Remove Chart’s Background

White color gives best contrast and gets your message out

Click on the chart’s plot 

area and press DEL key 

to remove background

Tip
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Defects by Module
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Page 5 | Adjust Chart Series Colors

Primary colors and vivid colors stand out and call for attention

Use bright, high contrast 

colors if data series are 

different & shades of 

same color if series are 

similar

Tip
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Special| What colors you should use

All these colors are part of Excel 2003 Default Color Palette. 

In Excel 2007, you can select more colors

To show different data series

Use any combination

To show variations of same data

Use any colors in one line
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Defects by Module
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Page 6 | Remove any redundant legend

Do not always remove legend. As a rule, 

legend is not needed when you have only 

1 series. For more than one, consider  data 

labels if possible

Tip
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Page 7 | Make Gridlines Subtle

Select the grid-lines and set the line color 

to dullest shade of gray that is available. 

Do not make dotted or dashed gridlines as 

they grab attention.

Tip

Defects by Module
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Page 8 | Adjust Axis Formats, Make them Subtle

Select the axis and press CTRL+1, adjust 

line color to “no line” or a dull color. Turn 

of tick-marks. Unless you have too much 

data, tick marks are not necessary. Adjust 

font colors too.

Tip

Defects by Module
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Page 9 | Make Title Prominent (and meaningful)

You can link chart titles to result of a 

formula. Just type the formula in a cell. 

Now select the chart title, press F2, then 

type = and select the cell.

Tip

Defects by Module 
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1. Charting Tutorials & How-tos on PHD

2. Jon Peltier’s Charts and Charting Principles

3. Top Color Palettes from COLORluvers

4. Debra’s Charting Tips Page

5. 73 Designer Quality Excel Chart Templates

Special | Resources for Making Better Charts

Checkout these sites for more inspiration & ideas

FREE

http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://chandoo.org/wp/category/visualization/
http://peltiertech.com/Excel/Charts/index.html
http://peltiertech.com/Excel/Charts/index.html
http://peltiertech.com/Excel/Charts/index.html
http://peltiertech.com/Excel/Charts/index.html
http://peltiertech.com/Excel/Charts/index.html
http://peltiertech.com/Excel/Charts/index.html
http://www.colourlovers.com/palettes/top
http://www.colourlovers.com/palettes/top
http://www.colourlovers.com/palettes/top
http://www.colourlovers.com/palettes/top
http://www.contextures.com/charts.html
http://chandoo.org/wp/2008/03/28/73-free-designer-quality-excel-chart-templates-grab-now-and-become-a-charting-superman/
http://chandoo.org/wp/2008/03/28/73-free-designer-quality-excel-chart-templates-grab-now-and-become-a-charting-superman/
http://chandoo.org/wp/2008/03/28/73-free-designer-quality-excel-chart-templates-grab-now-and-become-a-charting-superman/


© chandoo.org

4 more ways to be awesome

1. Visit chandoo.org read few excel and charting tips

2. Signup for FREE E-mail newsletter and get updates

3. Learn Project Management using Excel online.

4. Follow me on Twitter and Get bite sized excel tips

http://chandoo.org/wp
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=PointyHairedDilbert&loc=en_US
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=PointyHairedDilbert&loc=en_US
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=PointyHairedDilbert&loc=en_US
http://chandoo.org/wp/2009/06/16/gantt-charts-project-management/
http://twitter.com/r1c1/
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Thank you for learning 

http://chandoo.org/wp/

